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Comments and Questions During Session 

Enter your name 
and select a 
color.   
 
Then select Enter 
Room. 



Select Join Chat 



Here is where you will enter your text and press 
enter when you want to submit your comment 
or question.  
 
If you wish to have a question answered, please 
provide your email address. 



SCDE Website 



SCDE Website 



SCDE Website 



Session Learning Targets 
• I can identify the difference between monologic and 

dialogic talk and questions. 

• I can identify academic conversations. 

• I can integrate academic conversations and talk into 
my classroom instruction. 

 



Terms Will We  Use 
Throughout this presentation we will use several 
different terms that refer to communication. 

• Talk 

• Academic conversations 

• Discourse 



Discourse 
According to Merriam-Webster, discourse is “the use of 
words to exchange thoughts and ideas.” 

Merriam-Webster (2016) 



Why Communication? 



Why Conversations? 
Conversations 

• help us build ideas 

• solve problems 

• communicate our thoughts 

 

Zwiers & Crawford  (2011) 



What Students Say 
“I didn’t know what I knew until I talked about it.” 

- 7th grade student 

 

 

“Conversations not only made us sound smarter, I think 
they actually made us smarter.” 

- 4th grade student 

Zwiers & Crawford  (2011) 



Role of Talk 
Must be engaging. 

 

Listening to students turn and talk gives a teacher a 
chance to check for understanding.  

Beers  & Probst (2013) 



Monologic vs. Dialogic Talk 
Monologic 

• Authoritative  

• Goal of the listener is to 
agree with the speaker or 
learn from the speaker 

• Teacher talks, students 
listen, take notes, and 
answer questions 

• Transfer knowledge to 
students 

• Student is passive receiver 
of knowledge  

Dialogic 

• Speaker becomes the 
listener and the listener 
becomes the speaker 

• Both parties bring 
information and new ideas 

• Students initiate questions 
about the texts 

• Student is co-constructor of 
meaning 

Beers  & Probst (2013) 



Monologic vs. Dialogic Talk 
Monologic 

• Teacher centered 

• Questions asked are 
inauthentic in that the 
answers can be found in a 
text 

• Checks for understanding  

Dialogic 

• Student centered  

• Questions asked are 
authentic in that the 
answers are not found 
directly in one text 

• Creates understanding  

Beers  & Probst (2013) 



Dialogic Talk 
It is 

• Time consuming 

• Noisy 

 

But it 

• Increases engagement  

• Improves academic achievement  

 

Beers  & Probst (2013) 



How Talk is Used in Your Classroom 

http://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionResources/E05080/A_2_Survey_2_Lets_Talk.pdf 



Improving Dialogic Talk 
Listen to the talk in your classroom and ask yourself if there is 
evidence of rigorous thinking.  

 

 

Beers  & Probst (2013) 



Rigor and Talk Checklist:  Nonfiction 

http://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionResources/E05080/C_17_Rigor_Talk.pdf 



Rigor and Talk Checklist: Fiction 

http://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionResources/E04693/NoticeNote_App2_RigorTalk.pdf 



Improving Dialogic Talk 
Focus on the five core skills of academic conversations. 

 

 



5 Core Skills of Academic Conversations 

1. Elaborate and clarify 

2. Support ideas with examples 

3. Build on and/or challenge a partner’s idea 

4. Paraphrase 

5. Synthesize conversation points  



Elaborate and Clarify 
Elaborating provides more important information 
about a particular topic.  

Prompts for Conversations Frames for Responding 

Can you elaborate on…? I think it means that… 

What do you mean by…? In other words.. 

Can you tell me more 
about…? 

I believe that.. 

What makes you think 
that? 

It is important because… 



Support Ideas with Examples 
Providing ideas and supporting evidence.  

Prompts for Conversations Frames for Responding 

Can you give me an 
example from the text? 

For example…. 

Can you show me where it 
says that? 

In the text it said that… 

What is a real-world 
example? 

An example from my life 
is… 

How do you justify that? In this situation…  



Build On and/or Challenge a 
Partner’s Idea 

Students need to learn how to build upon a partner’s 
ideas and even challenge their thinking. 

Prompts for Conversations Frames for Responding 

What do you think about 
the idea that…? 

I would add that… 

Can you add to this idea? I want to expand on your 
point about… 

I am not sure if this is 
relevant,  but… 

Then again, I think that… 

How does this connect to 
the idea…? 

Another way to look at this 
could be… 



Paraphrase 

Keeping track of what you hear, organize the 
information, and describe it in your own words. 

Prompts for Conversations Frames for Responding 

I’m not sure that was 
clear… 

So, you are saying that… 

How can we relate what I 
said to the topic/question? 

Am I right in hearing you 
say that…? 

What is your take on what 
I said? 

In other words… 

What do we know so far? What I am hearing is… 



Synthesize Conversation Points 
Fitting together key ideas from the conversations into 
one thoughtful statement.  

Prompts for Conversations Frames for Responding 

What have we discussed 
so far? 

We can say that… 

How can we bring this all 
together? 

The main theme/point 
seems to be…. 

What can we agree upon? As a result of this 
conversation, we think we 
should… 

What key idea can we take 
away? 

The evidence seems to 
suggest that… 





Improving Dialogic Talk 
Encourage students to use vocabulary from the 
content/discipline.  

 

Ask high level questions of all students. 

 

Give students feedback on their conversations. 

 

 

 

Beers  & Probst (2013) 



Making the Connection 

SC College- and 
Career-Ready 
Standards for 
ELA 

 
 
 



Communication 
Standard 1:  Interact with others to explore ideas and concepts, 
communicate meaning, and develop logical interpretations 
through collaborative conversations; build upon the ideas of 
others to clearly express one’s own views while respecting 
diverse perspectives. 

 

Standard 2:  Articulate ideas, claims, and perspectives in a logical 
sequence using information, findings, and credible evidence 
from sources. 



Communication 
Standard 3:  Communicate information through strategic use of 
multiple modalities and multimedia to enrich understanding 
when presenting ideas and information. 

 

Standard 4:  Critique how a speaker addresses content and uses 
stylistic and structural craft techniques to inform, engage, and 
impact audiences. 

 

Standard 5:  Incorporate craft techniques to engage and impact 
audience and convey messages. 



Wrapping it Up 
• We have conversations to help us build ideas, solve 

problems, and communicate our thoughts.  

 

• Dialogic talk is time consuming and noisy, however it 
increases engagement and improves academic 
achievement. 
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